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A brief diſcovery of the cauſe for which this 

Land mourns, and, is afflited, With Pm 

 Remnedits/t6/be kpplyeld in order'so the removal of the preſent 
P:ſntation, bad . 


H! ENGLAND renouned among the Records of an- 
tient daies, beautiful for Situation, and famous among the 
Nations, n Land flowing with Milk, and Honey ; can 1ſlend 
in which the Light of the Glorious Goſpel hath ſhined, 
_ and upon which the Lord hath lifred up the light of his Counte- 
nance in theſe latter dayes. The day of thy Viheation is come ac- 
cording to Gods determination declared; by his faithful ſervangs 
the Prophets, who hath been eftcemed in thee as earthen Picchers, 
and perſecuted from City to City, and who have been fetus fignes 
and wonders in the Land df their Nativity, for FEmgen 
counſel, and ſhewing thee the path of Life, and the way of Holi- 
neſs, in which thou haſt refuſed co walk, and now js the hand of the 
Lott lifted ap to corre and chaftiſe thy Inhabitants , for ther en- 
vy inf the ignocent, and their oppreſſing of the poor and needy, and 
the Lord is tarning'a fruitful Land into barrenneſs, and your mirth into 
mourning, for your iniquities and trenſgreſſiomms which bath provokgd 
him dayes without number, ? 
- Oh! therefore hfr up your eyes and look arts him whom you 
have pierced, and let"every Family mourn apart, and let every 
particalariperſon be bumbled for his own tranſgreſhon. - Let the 
wicked forſake his evil wayes , and the unrighteous man his yain 
thoughts, and eurn to the Lord for he is gracious, and to our God 
for he will abundantly pardon. Waſh you and wake you clean, put 
away the evil of your doings 4 ceaſe to do evil,; learn.to do well; 
ſeek judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, ju cg the fatherlefs, and 
- plead for the Widow; let all che oppreflors and perſecutors of 
God: people be aſhamed, becauſe of their envy againſt the innocent, 
now when the band of the Lords lifted up, and when he _ Ws 
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' dertakentoplead, with equity, & the meek of the Earth that have 
 longmonrnedin defolation. © - | 
For this I am moved of the Lord to give forth in the day of your 
faſt, that it may be read in the fear of the Lord, with the Spirit and 
underſtanding, and I declare unto you, that Perſecution i the cry- 
ing fin for which the Land mourns ; andin the great City where Per- 
ſeention and Baniſhment for worſhipping God did begin, and where 
judgment was firſt turned backward, and equity perverted, hath 
the Lord begun to exectite his Righteous Jud ment, and the cry 
of the Lords Priſoners, together with the fupplication of the righ- 
teoys Souls that lieth nnder the Altar, hath entred into the eares 
' -of the Almighty, who hath taken cognifence of their cauſe, and 
will with equity ptead it on their behalf, and every tongue that riſet 
up in judgment againſt then ſhall be condemned , and all that gather to- 
gether againſt the Lord and bis choſen people, ſhall be broken to pieces like 
@ Pitter; veſſel; for this is the portion and heritage of the Lords 
- ſervants, (who are eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs) no _ formed 
can Ut: , nor no inchanmtment can prevail , againſt Gods peculiar 
treaſzre, , 

Wherefore now in che ow of your faſting and praying utto 
which you are injoyned by axthority, be nor like unto the Phariſees 
and Hypocrites of d, who fafted often, and did alltheir works to 
be ſeen of men; you that profeſs Chriſtianity ſhould not faſt as they 
did,by affi&ting your bodies, and bowing down your heads in out- 
nes Arann, t for a day, by drawing near tothe Lord with your 
mouths, and lifting up your voyces on high; for verily except your 
Righteonſneſs exceed the righteouſneſs of the ſtrifteft ſe of the Scribes 
aud Phariſees you cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven ; neither 
will the Lord accept an offering at your hands, whilſt you are buil- 
ding up Sion with blood, and CONE with iniquity; and whilſt you 
are exerciſed in oppreſling the poor and needy. For this is the faſt 
that the Lord hath choſen, and which he now requires of you, who 
haveinjoyned others to abſtain from their ordinary food, —__ 
faſt from ſin, envy, oppreſſion and perſecution, that you loſe the bands of 
wickedneſs, nndo the heavy burthens, and ſet the oppreſſed free, that you 
dexl your bread to the hungry, that you viſit the fatherleſs and widowr, 
and bring forth the Lords Priſoners out of the Priſon bouſes, from among 
trenſpreſrors and malefaftors,where theylye langiiiſhing in naſty boles, 
diſmal dens, and contagiow cottages, unto which they are confined for 
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18 pleaſures upon the earth, , | . 
Ob! therefore you that now bear rule amongſt men, take coun- 
cel at theantient of daies,, and remember what the Rock of 1{-ael 
hath ſaid, do juſtly, love mercy, and walk bumbly with the Lord, cule 
in love andin'the fear of God, that your light mayſhine 5 a morxing 
without Clouds ; and that you may be as the tender ref ſpringing wp 
out of the earth by clear ſhining after the rain,then will your bealth ſpring 
#p ſpeedily ; and the Lord will make you 45 4 water'd Garden, and as 
a ſpring of waters, whoſe waters doth not faile ; for upon therh that 
fears the Lord, and thinks on his name, and tremble at the words. of 
bis blineſt, will the ſun of righteouſneſs ariſe with bealing in his 
Wings. | 
| Ceaſe (miting with the fiſt of wickedneſs, andif you expett an 
anſwer of your Prayers and faſting, which you pretend is for re- 
moving this dreadful Viſitation , and to prevent the [preading and 
increaſe of the infe&tion now begun in. your Petzopolitant. Citp, 
where you firſt began to perſecute, impriſon, and tranſport the people 
of God out of the Land of their Nativity, for their Religion and 
Righteouſneſs ſake: Uh then remove thoſe grievous. yoaks of 


bondage which is unjuſtly laid upon that innocent people, who are 


perſecuted and impriſoned, under the ay pra denomination of 


Dyakers, and let a general Goal delivery be proclaim'd, (as wellasa, 7 


publique faſt) and let the Prifon doors beſet open to all whoarein 
bonds for worſhipping Godin the ſpirit, and for their obedicnce to 
the commarids of Chriſt Jeſus, and for their Non-conformity to 
the cuſtoms and traditions of men which doth not make the comers 
thereanto perfe&, as pertaining to the conſcience, and do not fell 
the Saints and ſervants of the moit high, bondmen and bondweomen, 
for thei j obedience to the Lord, and keeping their conſciences void 
of offence, both towards God and wan. 

Is this atime to baniſh the Husband from his Wite, and Children 
from their affefionate Fathers and Mcthers, to make Women as 
Widdows, Children Fatherle(s, and render hearted. Fathers and 
Mothers Childlefs, for meeting together in the name of the Lord, 
to the number of five or more to pray to God for all Men, for 


. Kings, and all that are in Authority, That under them the Saints may 


live a godly and peaceable life, and to pray for the-removing of this 
| dreadful 
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p dreadful Vition. Is this time 0 reeſpr chem for his Cauſe 
| julie nay nuke your Wer Widows, you Childleſs, or pony 


berleſ7, and reduce you to the number, of, five or under in 


yout high places appointed for publick worſhip ; do you not pre» 
+ tend to uſe meanes,and give forth Direions to prevent the ſpread- 


ingof this-great Contagzgn, and is not this the way;to ſpread and 
increaſe Sickweſs and Infeious Diftempers,, and incurable Diſeaſes 
when People-are” thruſt together in great numbers ju Goals and in 
ftinking Prife &s, in the cold of. Wimer,. and. heat of Summer, 
where they are deprived of che benefit of openaire, and other 
competent accomodation for their refreſhment, and the preſerva- 
tion of their healtlyin ſuch a feaſon-as this? Is this doing unto o» 
thers, as yon-would they ſhould do: nnto' you, do you not defire 
the Lord. co forgive! your "ejpaſes 45 you forgive them that treſpaſs a 
gainſt you? what: tranſgreſſion hath the innocent People of God 
called Bakers committed, that you puniſh'them fofeverely, os 
what js their treſpaſs againſt you ? would you have the Lord do un- 
to: you, 23, you have-dealt with them that. never did. you hurt in 
thoughe, 'word nor-aftion, nor never defigned evil againſt the pre» 
ſent Government ? How long ſhall the Spirit'of the Lord ſtrive with 
you?. the patience and long-ſuffering of the Almighty hath been 
exerciſed, as in the Dayes of Noah, when all Fleſ had corrupted bis 
way wpen the Earth, when the thoughts and imagination$ of, Mens bearts 
waz evil, onely evil, and that continually, and he hath been provoked 
with this Generation: as in/the dayes of Los, for pride, ws of 
bread, wantonneſs, and abundance of idleneſs-hath been ated and 
practiſed of late dayes; in this Nation, and becauſe of ſwearing this 


Land monrneth: | And the People of God that tremble; at his word, 


and cannot ſwear at all, are! trampled apon, perſecuted, fined and im- 


: ps oned, and” accounted 45 Men not fit to tive upon the Eaxth, nor to 


ve 8 babitation in the Land of their Nativity. ' Oh | that the Heads 
and Rulers of this antient Nation would conſider the Cauſe of this 
common Calamity, which is come upon che Iahabitapts of the 
chjef City, «nd other places of, che Land, and that, inſtead of perſe- 
cuting and zmpriſaning People of tender Conſcientes,, they,would pu- 
niſh Propbaneſs,8 lay the Law upon the «nrigkteons andthat all Peo- 
ple who are vow called to Faſting and Praying, did know the things 


that belongs totheir peace before jbeir bouſes be, left deſolate,tor the 
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Lord who delights in mercy, and in the exerciſe of loving kinde. 
as a Hen gathererh her Chickenvunderher Hings,and £o beale your 


—_ you will return unto bim, and this Generation hach 
had as ſufficient warning, as Feraſolem had befoce ber deftrudi 

and defolation, and more meſſengers,” hath the Lord ſent for th a- 
them, then was fent unto Sodom or Ninevy, tocall themto' 
repentance ; Therefore ſhall the Men of Ninevy riſe wp 3 judgement 
with this Generation, and ſhall be a witneſs againft it, becautethey re- 
penred at the Preaching of Forts, and behold, agreater then Fons 
15 here, and if the mighty works, and ſound Declerations tad been 
done and declared in Sodom and Gomorah that hach been declared in 
En:lnd, they would have repented in Sactcloth and Aſhes, for 
the Lord hath ſent forth his faithfull Servants and/Hand-maids, 6 
Preach repentarice-in the dominion and demonſtration: of che Spi- 
rit of Life, in the 'Streets and Publike Placer, of the Ghiefe Citties, 
Towns and Villages of this Nation ; $0 that the InhabitanestHereof 
carinct plead- ignorance, nor fay they ateſurpriſed- at unawars;”or 
that the day of their vf14rion is come 'ava thiefe inthe night,” fo? 
the Lord hath made known his Power and Coming, and iChath been 
declared by Divine Anthorit, 'and confirmed by verbal-T: flimtony 
ont of the mouths of many Faithfull witneſſes, atid there hath been 
Precept upon Precept, and Line, upon Line, Here Little, and there 
a little, in\ word wrighting and ir Prim, \publiſhed io plainenefs of 
fpeech, in yotr own Language, 'intheears, and anto the view of 
the whote Nation, that -you might make” preparation t» mers the 
Lord, by ſpeedy repemtante,before be teak wnto you in his wrath and vex 
you in his ſore difpleaſure 3 but you have mocked Gods meſſengers, and 
perſecuted his Servants and bandmaids,and (ted upon their Papers 
and Printed Books, put forth arid publiſhed inloverto'yoar Sonls, to 
inform! you'of this Viſitation which is come, wad of the defil.etion 
which is coming 3 and you mnit confeſs and acknowledge char the 
Lord is jrftin giving warning before he gives corre&ion. And that 
Prophets and wiſe men have been ſent unto you,though otherwiſe 
eſteemed by you, and ſhamefully intreated':armong you, yet their 
teſtimony liveth, and remains typon' record in'che"role of a Book, 
where he that rant tmay'read ir; 46d it thill ftand as a witnels for 
God againſt all perſeciitors and their crwel pratiiſes, and wmchriftian 
like afiions, when ſome of thoſe whorty you daniſb tor their _— 
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| «far off; unto | 
- worſhipping God in the Spirit and inthe tru 
" mony of Jeſus and the word of God. 
| . Mineeyeaffe&s my heart to ſee the diſtreſs,deſolation and calamity, 
| -thatcommeth like a thunder out of heaven upon the inhabitants of 
* the Land of my Nativity z bow haſt thou provoked: patient and 
| Long; ſuffering. God who hath watched over thee for m=y ; and hath 

> thee 'the raine init's ſeaſon, the former and the latter, and 
A blefled thee with mavy ſpiritual bleflings in heavenly things, 

'and hath fo loved thee,that he (aith; How ſhall T give thee up, Ob Eng- 
| land + How ſha Þ. miahs thee #5 Admab ? How ſhall Tſet thee as Zeboim, 

How ſhall I puniſh thee as Sodom, and afflift thee likg the inhabitants 
of Gomorrah: who under pretence of Authority derived from the 
' higher Power and holy Church (fo called) and by the Laws Egcle- 
' fiaftical and Civil,haft perſecnted,impriſoned and impoſed penalties, and 
corporall puniſhment upon my people, the ſheep of my Paſture ; the Lot of 
mine inberitance, whoſe righteous Soules bave been vexed with the Sins 
and Tranſpreffions, and evil Converſations of this Generation, The | 
- cious Sons and Daughters of Sion comparable tofine Gould, bow have 
* they been efteemed in England as Eartben pitchers ? The inhabitants 
* of the darkplaces of the earth are become cruel like the Oyſtridges in the 
Wilderneſs, My Servants and Hand-maides Gaith the Lord, bave you 
given as aſacrificeto fooles, and as a pray tothe rude multitude, to be 
reproached for the Name! of Chriſt in thgir own Land, and to be ſold as 
$laves, Vaſſels and Captives among tbe Heathen, in the Iſles a far off. 
Oh | Eagland, thy leaders have cauſed thee to err, and thoſe 

* that undertakes to inſtru thee, hath a high hand in this treſpaſs 
of tranſporting an innocent people into a ftrange Land, whom they 


cannot convince of evil, nar legally conuid as tranſgreſſors of any Law, 
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th, and for the Teſti- 


either Spiritzal or Temporal : Re awakned therefore unto Righ-' 


teouſneſs and meet the Lord by ſpeedy Repentance. Kiſs the Son 
lexrft be be angry, if once bis wrath be kindled but a little ; bleſſed are 
all they that puts their truſt in him ; and let the people of all perſwa- 
' fions haveliberty ina peaceable way , at all times and in all places 
to meet together in the name ofthe Lord, go lift up boly band; wn- 
5 Hiw, end to pray without ceaſing ; it may be the Lord will yet be 
| intreated, 


| | kak 
Barking in Effex the! 
28.of rhe 61b.Myn, "1665. 
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